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When God asks him about eating the forbidden fruit the man immediately passes the buck. He’s not responsible, ‘it was 
the woman’. He also tries to say it’s down to God himself; the man reminds him that he put the woman with him. In other 
words, it’s really God’s fault for having introduced him to the woman – the need he had for companionship and love is all 
forgotten in the nifty footwork to escape blame. 
 
The woman reacts just like her partner. Another is responsible, ‘the serpent tempted me’. We all know we can resist 
anything but temptation and so, in a way, again it’s God’s fault. Why was the serpent put in the garden? Why have 
tempters out there? We’re bound to fail if someone puts ideas into our heads. 
 
The telling of this story in the book of Genesis is given to us to make us think.  
 
First of all it challenges us to recognise that blaming others is too easy. We play a part in what happens in our lives.  
 
It also explores how the sufferings we experience are connected to our humanity. Of course this can lead us to blame 
God – and we often do. It would make more sense, we feel, if we had been made that bit more resistant or obedient. If we 
or the world were made in some way stronger or better none of this vale of tears need be here and suffering could be 
avoided. 
 
Attractive as this idea is, it doesn’t really stand up. Such resolve that we never give in to temptation might reduce us to 
robots – programmed to resist and obey; never making real choices. Changing some aspect of the world or who we are to 
make us ‘stronger or better’ is more complicated than we might first think.  
 
Resistance to illness means not just changing our biology it means altering all biology; we are part of nature. Prevention 
of natural disasters means more than holding back the odd earthquake or sending clouds in a different direction to 
prevent drought; the physical nature of everything would need to alter – we’d need a different Big Bang. The 
consequences of such alterations go way beyond minor tinkering. 
 
So instead we end up blaming each other or even ourselves. At first sight it may appear that this is all that the story is 
really about. The man blames the woman and the woman blames the serpent. We suffer because of disobedience. 
 
We note that there are consequences to our actions and we are going to have to live with them. At the same time we 
recognise that the results which God describes are not completely negative. In the face of disobedience we could have 
simply been destroyed – God could have started all over again.  

 
A new relationship will develop between the man and the woman and God – it will be a challenge but 
we shall find preserved within it the original blessing of love. Remarkably, human beings will discover 
that our waywardness will open us to the experience of mercy and forgiveness. The Church sings of 
this happy fault which challenges us to grow in compassion and gains for us the Redeemer. 
 
Christianity has traditionally taken a chink of hope from this 
story. In the words about combat between the serpent and 
the woman we see the inkling of the promise of Jesus. He 
will be born of the woman who resists evil throughout her 
life. Many statues and pictures of Mary show her standing 
upon a serpent as a sign of humanity’s final victory.  
 
Mary will become the New Eve so that her Son, the New 
Adam, might overcome suffering and death in another 
Garden.  
 

For this new situation we know who is responsible. 
 

 
 

 


